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Shese coasts, and appeared instead near Scotland and
Ireland, and, worst of all, modern Europe became
Protestant, and fasting was hence no longer an
obligatory fashion. Only a few sunken gravestones,
still standing amid the desolation of this district, bear
-witness to the former importance of the site.

As for the rest of Sweden, the country, though not
productive, was still of value to the Hanseatics, since
they held the entire trade in their hands. As from
Norway, they exported wood, iron, copper, skins, in
si word, explored all its resources. In most of the
maritime towns they exercised certain rights. Thus
Stockholm itself was partly in their possession, the
local administration being half chosen "by them. In
this wise they were able to bring pressure to bear
upon the government. In short, they disposed of the
whole commerce of Sweden, and it was not until the
days of Gustavus Vasa that their might was rudely
and completely shaken.

Indeed, in those middle centuries there seemed no
limit to the Hanseatics' ambition and power. They
early cast their eyes towards that immense territory
in the far north, that Russian Empire which in those
days was truly an unknown land. With quick traders'
instinct they recognized that the country was worthy
to be included in their vast monopoly. When they
first established themselves in Russia is not known.
Towards the end of the thirteenth century we find
them in possession of a factory at Novgorod, on the
liver Volchor, .a city which, with the province that
surrounded it, was then an independent republic, for
the Russia of those days was surrounded by various